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0 Annual CHRISTMAS BANQUET

Ak EEE

6 December 2002

Dinner 7:30- 10:00 p.m. at
La Placita Restaurant in Old Town, Albuguerque

(choice of a chile relleno plate, Mexican fiesta (combination) plate, or grilled chicken breast)
Speakeri Eric Brand on Herping in Nepd

Cocktail Hour at 6:30 p. m. at the American International Rattlesnake
Museum

*Cost is $15 per Person payable before 30 November to Jaci Flscher at
217 Tornasol NE
Albuguerque, NM 87113
3442957
BRanch217@aol.com

*We need to give the restaurant a tieaunt by 30 November, so please let Jaci know as soon as possible if you plan on attending
this year's banquet. You can either pay Jaci in advance (preferred), or bring the money with you that night. In éensedse, p

Jaci know if you are goingtbe there. Last minute stragglers will be accommodated but the restaurant always appreciates a half
decent head count. If you change your mind at the last minute you are still more than vielgernan always make room for
stragglers! Bob Myers hasagiously agreed to once again host us with drinks and chips before the banquet. As before this will
take place at the American I nternational Rattl esnakenMuse
the last year and maybe piok something for that herper on your Christmas list.



A HERPETOLOGICAL SURVEY CONDUCTED IN M

HARDING & MORA COUNTIES, NEW MEXICO

30 AUGUST 1T 2 SEPTEMBER 2002
New Mexico Herpetological Society
8 October 2002

INTRODUCTION

The New Mexico Herpetological Society conducts an annual
springfield trip to a selected location in the state to sample
the local amphibian and reptile populations and to gather
natural history data on those populations. The field trips are
usually scheduled for the Memorial Day weekend in late
May. But because ofhé extreme drought conditions
prevailing statewide in the spring of 2002, the decision was
made to postpone the Mills Canyon trip until the Labor Day
weekend of early September in hopes that recent rains would
lessen drought conditions and improve the chkan of
encountering amphibians and reptiles. Although the normal
rainfall had not been received in the area, as witnessed by
the Canadian River being limited to a few larger pools
instead of its usually flowing condition, enough rain had
fallen during thesummer to result in a good growth of grama
grasses Routeloua sp.) and wildflowers around the
campground and elsewhere in the canyon. When visited in
May this year, the campground area was almost devoid of
grass and flowers, the lilacs and locust tread Vet to leaf

out and the river was reduced to a few small pools.

This yeards field trip was t
on the Canadian River by the NMHS. We conducted two
very successful field trips to the canyon in May 1989 and
May 1993, estdishing new county records for several
species. Attending the field trip on 30 Auguskt 2
September were the following nine NMHS members:

Ted & Sue Brown
Gregg & Stacey Sekscienski
Scott & Refecca Bulgrin

Dave & Jean Burt

William G. Degenhardt

RESULTS

A total of 48 specimens of 12 species were observed or
collected on this field trip, as listed below. None of these

were additions to the list of species found in Mills Canyon

on the 1989 an@993 trips.

SPECIES NUMBER

Woodhouse Toad3ufo woodhousji

Plains leopard frogRana blair)

Snapping turtleChelydra serpentina

Spiny softshell Trionyx spiniferuy

QIN|W(O|W

Chihuahuan whiptail @nemidophorug
exsanguip

Plateau whiptailCnenidophorus velox | 8

Collared lizard Crotaphytus collariy 1

Eastern fence lizard Sgeloporus
undulatu3

Ringneck snakel{iadophis punctatys

Bullsnake Pituophis catenifér

3
Coachwhip Masticophis flagellum 3
1
1

Prairie rattlesnakeQrotalus viridis)

fofali2igneciey o) anned ¢ Mil s

SPECIES ACCOUNTS

Woodhouse toad(Bufo woodhous)i Three of these toads
were observed on this trip. One small toea. 85 mm SVL
[snoutvent length])was caught on 30 August by Dave and
Jean Burt and kept briefly for obrsations and photographs,
and the other two were photographed but not collected. Ted
Brown photographed a very large Woodhouse toad on 1
September hopping in the dense salt cedars along the



Canadian River on the north side of the large rock formation  but one was photographed. Faint lateral spots were barely
locdly known as Battleship Rock at the north end of Mills visible on these lizards.
Canyon on the Mora County side of the river.

Plateau striped whiptail (Cnemidophorus velgx Eight

Plains leopard frog (Rana blair): Scott Bulgrin, assisted by juveniles of this unspotted lizard were seen near Battleship
his wife Rebecca and Dave and Jean Burt, caught six small Rock and the nearby Canadian River on the morning of 1
recently metamorphosed froglets thfs species in a grassy September by Ted Brown. One was photographed; none

pond at the top of the canyon along Mills Canyon Road in  was collected.

Harding Co. on 2 September. Only one was taken from the

area for rearing. No additional frogs were seen at other Eastern fence lizard (Sceloporus undulatyis Twelve of

ponds in the area. these brown lizards were observed on this survey. The first,
an adult male, was captured on 31 August by Dave and Jean

Snapping Burt on the wall of the latrine at the campground and kept
turtle ’ overnight for photographing the next day; it was later
(Chelydra . : released. Tedrown observed nine others (3 males, 4
serpentind: females and 2 juveniles) on the rocky slopes of Battleship
One large Rock at 10:307 11:45 AM on 1 September; none was
and one caught. He also saw a large male on the walls of the old
small house at the mouth of Mestefito Canyon across the
shapping Canadian River from Battleship Rock at 2:30 PM. Brown
turtle were photographed a young fence lizard at the ruins of the stage
taken in station near Mill sd house in
turtle traps the canyon i§. u. tristichusthe Southern Plateau lizard.

on 1

September in the Canadian River on the north side of Ringneck snake(Diadophis punctatus Three of these little
Battleship Rock. The traps were set by Dr. William G. gray snakes with an orange neck ring and bright orange
Degenhardt and the Browns at 10 AM and retrieved at 1 PM. underside were seen on this trip; two were collected. Dave
Another snappingdurtle was trapped in the afternoon-52 and Jean Burt caught a large female.(2-1 4 0 t ot al |
PM) at a pond in the river about ¥ mile downstream. The in the open among grasses and wildflosvenear the

two larger turtles were released after being photographed; campground late in the afternoon of 30 August. Scott
the smallest one was deposited in the Museum of Bulgrin saw a smaller ringneck the next day under a rock,

Southwestern Biology at the University of New Maxiin but it escaped into a hole in the ground. He also caught
Albuquerque. This is the farthest north this species has been another small one under a board in the ruins of a building
taken in Mills Canyon. near the inteesction of the Mills Canyon Road and St. Rd.

39 at 10:30 AM on 2 September. The ringnecks in this area

Spiny belong to the subspeci&>. p. arnyi the prairie ringneck
softshell snake.

(Trionyx

spiniferug: Coachwhip

Two small (Masticophis

softshells flagellum): Three

were large coachwhips

trapped in were observed on

the this trip in Mills

Canadian Canyon. Scott

River on 1 September. The first was taken in the traps with  Bulgrin caught a
the snappingurtles on the north side of Battleship Rock and large male about
is the farthest north in Mills Canyon this species has been 5-5-1/2 ft. long
collected. It has been added to the collection at the Museum near the Canadian
of Southwestern Biology. The second was trapped about ¥4 River just NW of
mile downstream and was raked later that day. These the campground

softshells belong to the subspeciés s. hartwegi the on 1 September
Western spiny softshell. and saw another

nearby. The first
Chihuahuan whiptail (Cnemidophorus exsangiisFive snake was released after being photographed. Dr. Bill
juveniles of this swift lizard were seen during this survey.  Degenhardt and Ted Browas the third coachwhip on the
Ted Brown saw one in the campgnalion the afternoon of west or Mora County bank of the river about ¥ mile south of

31 August and the other four on the south side of Battleship Battleship Rock at 2 PM on 1 September. It dashed into a
Rock on the morning of 1 September. None was collected, small inlet of the river and swam across about 10 ft. of water
to the near bank, disappearing into the dattand willows.



All of these coachwhips were bright pinkish in color with of speces and individuals) as spring collecting. This, and
wide, darker reebrown crossbands, typical of this phase of the long and severe drought in the area, may have had some
the western coachwhip/. f. testaceusfound in many parts impact on the numbers of animals seen and collected on this
of northern New Mexico. trip. Perhaps another visit to Mills Canyon during wetter
conditions would reveal agreater variety of species,

Bullsnake especially those more dependent on subsurface moisture.
(Pituophis

catenife): The New Mexico Herpetological Society would like to
Only one express its appreciation for the assistance and helpful
bullsnake suggestions provided by Ms. Nancy Walls, Superintendent
was of Kiowa National Grassland in Clayton, New Mexico.
observed on

this trip: a

large

female was

pointed out

by one of the ATV riders from Dalhart as it crawled across
the road in the campground at 4PM on 1 September. Scott
Bulgrin is keeping this snake as part of a captive breeding
program. Bullsnakes here belong to the subspéties say;

a form ranging from Canada to Mexico on the Great Plains.

Prairie rattlesnake (Crotalus viridig: Just one prairie
rattlesnake was observed on this trip. Gregg and Stacey
Sekscienski saw one dtlulead on St. Rd 39 about 1 mile
south of the Mills Canyon Road intersection on the morning

0f 2 September. [t was not collected. The upper Canadian River in Mills Canyon.

In general, collecting amphibians and reptiles in New
Mexico in the fall is not as rewarding (in terms of numbers

The Mills Canyon crew - from left to right: Dr Bill Degenhardt, Rebecca Bulgrin, Sue Brown, Greg Sekscienski, Ted
Brown, Scott Bulgrin, Stacey Skscienski, Dave Burt, and Jean Burt.




Upcoming Events

23-24 November- Festival of the Cranesat Bosque del Apache Wildlife Refuge. By the time you are reading this it will be

time to once again head south and share our knowledge oftangsirin herps with the visitors at this annual event. The NMHS

has participated in this event since its inception and everyone always has a great time. We provide displays of reptiles anc
amphibians (most native to the state, but any are welcome)istukssl herps with the thousands of
visitors to the park. Doors open at 10:00 a.m. and close at 4:00 p.m. on bothpiy®n setting up

about 9:00AM. Aside from the NMHS display there are arts and crafts, food booths, live raptors, and
other New Mexian wildlife. This year we have the entire room to ourselves as the zoo folks will not

be there. So plan on attending.

6 December- Annual Banquet at La Placita restaurant in Old Town, Albuquerque. As in past years we will start off with
drinks and horgl 6 0 e u v r AnsericantIntetn#tienal Rattlesnake Museum courtesy of Bob Myers. Plan on meeting at

the museum at 6:30pm. This will give you an hour to look around, find out what Bob has added in the last year, andanaybe do
bit of Christmas shoppingWe will walk over to La Placita just before 7:30pm. At the restaurant we will have a quick business
meeting (to include election of officers for 2003). By the time the business meeting is over it will be time to eateakamr sp

this year is NMHS meirer Eric Brand. Those who went on the fieldtrip to the Florida Mountains last year will remember him
as the rock climber. His presentation will be on Herping in Nepal.

ERIC BRAND i OUR BANQUET SPEAKER

Eric Brand gained an interest in herpetologkdimost of us at an early age. He brought his first live rattlesnake fjome
when he was si x. Hi s parents were supportive and Bkelfcbs
room with several species of venomous snakes. Tihekeled 12 species and subspecies of rattlesn&kesafus, numerous

teaching him how to stay alive. During his twenties and thirties, Eric traveled extensively, including seven expedigpat |
He spent months exploring varied. climes fromkhjingle to Himalayan Mountains.

His talk and slide show on Friday night wil!/ firsfit ta
Memor i al I nstitute, then to the foothill s Ghimén NatmoahPRa&ifins o
accredited as a World Heritage site. This park has the greatest remaining level of biological diversity in Asia.

venomas shakes, including: vipers of the genBités, Crotalus Lachesis andBothrops and cobras of the gendigja.

MEETING NOTICEN!

9 January 2003i Our first meeting of the New Year will be the second Thursday of Januarinstead of the usual first
Thursday. The members at the last meeting decided thatth&Ianuary was just too close to the holidays to have a meeting.
So mark your calendar, make a note, or do whatever you need to remind yourself to show'af flaa@ary.
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Herp Day at the Rio Grande Nature Center

DaveBurk and his monitor that pretty
Smiles greeted visitors at the door as Donnie Eichhorst (left) and Jean much ignored the day's festivities.

Burk (right) sold raffle tickets.

Sue and Ted Brown brought along lots of New Mexican
native lizards and snakes. Ted also gave a talk on black
and white colored snakes.

Tom Eichhorst and his apartment house kingsnake
set up.

Scott and Rebecca Bulgrin brought lots of
critter s and Scott gave a talk on rat snakes of
the world.

Display done by Scott & Rebecca to get public input
on a proposed site herp.




